
Forest School Covid-19 Risk Assessment September 2020            Worsbrough Common Primary School 

This is in addition to all Forest School risk assessments already in place and alongside the whole school/HCAT risk 

assessment and strategic approach to the return to school in September 2020. 

Hazard Risks Control 
Measures 

Actions Required Responsible Person 

Infection of 
staff and 
pupils and 
transmission 
of the virus 

Children 
and staff 
become 
infected 

Robust 
Handwashing 
and respiratory 
hygiene 

Children and staff will wash their hands 
before going to Forest School. 
 
Facilities for handwashing will be available 
during the sessions. 
 
Warm water, soap and paper towels will 
be available.  
 
Tissues will be available and children will 
be reminded of the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ 
approach. This will be included in the 
usual ‘safety talk’ at the beginning of 
sessions where we talk about looking after 
ourselves, each other and the woods.  
Children will continue to be reminded to 
not put things in their mouths or touch 
their face. 
 
Where handwashing is required this will 
be facilitated by an adult to reduce risk of 
any cross contamination. 
 
Paper towels and tissues will disposed of 
in a disposable bag which will be disposed 
of between different groups. 
 
Children and adults will wash hands on 
return to the school building. 

All Staff 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL STAFF 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
ALL STAFF 

  Minimise 
contact 
between 
individuals and 
maintain social 
distancing 
wherever 
possible 

The cabin will be used during small group 
sessions where distancing can be put in 
place. 
If the cabin is needed for a whole class 
group (e.g. to minimise environmental 
distractions in order to address the whole 
group) this will be done only if there is no 
alternative, for a minimum amount of time 
and the children will, where appropriate 
stand in lines facing the front (not each 
other). 
 
Groups and classes will follow the one way 
system to access the woods. 
 
Class teacher or Forest School Leader to 
use walkie talkie to inform reception of  

GTM 
 
 
 
 
GTM/ALL STAFF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL STAFF 
 
GTM/CL TEACHER 
 



numbers/children/adults leaving the 
school building for Forest School. (This is 
an adjustment to the FS fire evacuation 
policy for this period) 
 
Where appropriate for the group the 
‘safety talk’ will address distancing.  
 
Where possible class staff accompanying 
children will administer minor first aid e.g. 
cold compress, cleaning scratches etc. This 
will reduce the risk of cross contamination 
between different groups via the FSL. 
In the event of any major injury the FSL will 
take control. 

 
 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
ALL STAFF 
 
 
 
 

  Other 
considerations 
in reducing the 
risk of 
infection. 

Resources that are shared between classes or 
bubbles, such as sports, art and science equipment 
should be cleaned frequently and meticulously and 
always between bubbles, or rotated to allow them to 
be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 
hours (72 hours for plastics) between use by different 
bubbles 
 

The small groups who access FS 
interventions will have their own set of 
equipment which is used in the cabin e.g. 
stationery which will be out of reach of 
other children/groups.  
 
Waterproofs  
Waterproofs have been sorted to support 
rotation allowing for them to be left 
unused for 72 hours. A system will be in 
place to record when a set of waterproofs 
have been used and when to ensure the 
required period of time has been left 
between uses. 
The FSL will advise which boxes will 
suitable for the class. 
 
Activities and  resources will be managed 
to ensure that  ‘sets of resources’ can be 
cleaned meticulously between groups (e.g. 
tools, magnifying glasses) or left unused 
for at least 72 hours (e.g. tarpaulins, mud 
kitchen resources) 
 
Where possible (appropriate to the group 
and the planned activities) the 4 locations 
within the woods will be utilised to 
increase the length of time between 
different groups accessing specific areas. 
 
If crates are to be used during a session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GTM/ALL STAFF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
 
 
GTM 
 
 
 
GTM 
 



the FSL will make these available. Those 
used will be left out of use for 72 hours. 
 
Seating  and surfaces used in the cabin will 
be cleaned  after each group.  
 
If children need hats, scarves, gloves or 
socks they can borrow them from those 
available in the cabin. After use these will 
be placed in a bag after use and washed. 
They will not be used for another child 
until they have been washed. 
 
FSL has completed the online courses “An 
introduction to infection prevention and 
control” and “Prevent Covid-19” 
 

 
GTM 

Hazards and 
risks from 
fire use due 
to 
flammable 
hand 
sanitiser 
(in addition 
to the fire 
rba) 

Adults and 
children 
may suffer 
burns. 

 Children should not take their own hand 
sanitiser to the woods. 
Children and staff should wash hands 
before going to the woods. 
 
If there is a campfire during the forest 
school session the FSL will clean their 
hands before lighting the fire. 
Water and a burns first aid kit will be 
available should an incident occur. 
 

ALL STAFF 
 
 
 
 
 
GTM 
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