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Nursery Foundation Stage 2 

Transition to KS1 
Curriculum 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History 
 

Able to say who they are and 
who they live with 

Can briefly 
talk about 

some 
members of 
their family 

Can talk about 
any pets that 

they might have 

Can talk about members of 
immediate family in more 

detail 

Can discuss 
similarities and 

differences between 
people in their 

family 

Can talk about 
past and 

upcoming 
events with 

their 
immediate 

family 

I use words and phrases 
such as: now, yesterday, 
last week, when I was 
younger, a long time ago, a 
very long time ago, before I 
was born, when my parents 
were longer. 

I know about things that 
have happened to me in the 
past. I answer questions 
about events, using ‘before’ 
and after to describe when 
something happened.  
 

Shows an interest in 
different occupations (nurse, 

doctor, police, fire…) 

Talks about a wider range of 
occupations (electrician, 

plumber etc) 

Can identify similarities 
and differences between 

jobs 

Can identify 
emergency 

situations and knows 
who to call 

Is able to 
discuss 

different 
occupations of 

family 
members 

I look at objects from the 
past and ask, “What were 
they used for?” and try to 
answer. I look at pictures 
from the past and ask, 
“What were people doing?” 
 

Sequence family members by size and name 
(baby, child, adult) 

Sequence 
family 

members, 
explaining who 
they are (baby, 
toddler, child, 

Sequence family members, explaining who they are and the key 
differences between what they can/can’t do 

I can sort events or objects 
into groups (then and now) 
 I use timelines to order 
events or objects.  
 



 

 

teenager, adult, 
elderly) 

Shares likes and dislikes 

Shares some 
similarities 
between 

characters, 
figures or 
objects 

Comments on 
fictional 

characters in 
stories 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, sharing similarities 
and differences 

I understand how to put a 
few events or objects in 
order of when they 
happened.  

 

Comments on 
historical 
figures or 

objects in non-
fiction texts 

Compare and contrast historical figures and objects from non-fiction 
texts, sharing similarities and differences 

I understand the difference 
between things that 
happened in the past and 
the present. 

 

 
Topics 

Covered 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE 

Comments on recent pictures of 
experiences in their own life. “This was me 

at the farm…” 

Comments on 
recent pictures 
of celebrations 

in their own life. 
“This was me 
celebrating 

Diwali” 

Comments on images of familiar experiences 
(holidays, visiting the park, going to the 

dentist) 

Comments on 
pictures of a wide 

range of 
celebrations (Diwali, 

Eid, Christmas) 

Beginning to recognise 
some religious stories and 

some religious signs, 
symbols, words or phrases.  

 

Knows that there are special places of worship 
Knows why religious 

venues are special and 
who goes there 

Can name different religious venues – 
Church, Mosque and Gurdwara as a 

minimum 

Beginning to recognise that 
people act in a particular 

way because of their 
religion.  

 

Knows that there are differences between 
what people believe 

Developing 
positive 

attitudes about 
differences 

between people 

Can articulate what others celebrate and begin to explain 

Is beginning to say what 
matters about their own 
feelings. Beginning to say 
what they wonder about 
and is beginning to reflect 

quietly. 



 

 

Topics 
Covered 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 

Knows what a map is used for 

Identifies 
features on a 
simple map 

(trees, house, 
river, mountain) 

I am beginning to learn about places in the 
United Kingdom using geographical words 

such as physical and human.  
 

Can use maps to 
locate objects in 

‘real life’ 

I am beginning to learn that 
the world is made up of 
continents and oceans 

I am beginning to learn 
some basic geographical 

vocabulary. 

Knows that there are 
different countries in the 

world 

Knows that we live in Barnsley 
which is in England 

Can name the 4 countries 
of the UK and at least 2 

other countries. 

Knows that 4 countries make up the 
UK and can name at least 1 other 

country 

I am beginning to learn a 
few things about the 

countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom  

I can mark on a map of the 
local area, the location of 

the school. 
 

I can use geography skills 
when looking at a 

contrasting locality in the 
UK. 

Knows where they live 
(house, flat, bungalow) 

Can explain features of other 
homes 

Can identify similarities 
and differences between 
homes in other countries 

Knows that 
different 

countries have 
different 
homes 

Can identify 
similarities and 

differences between 
homes in our 

country 

I can look at places and 
draw features I like or 

dislike, sorting them into 
groups. 

Can articulate what daily life is like in our 
country 

Explains how 
life may be 

different for 
other children 

Makes comparisons between life for children in different countries 

I use books, stories and 
other information to find 

out about places. 

Talk about what they see in 
their own environment 

(school/home) using a wide 
vocabulary 

Talk about local environments 
(their road, the park, library, 

Barnsley) 

Use pictures to compare 
and contrast environments 

around the world 

Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live 

I ask what is this place like? 
I tell others the things I like 
and dislike about a place. 

I can make drawings of an 
area I am finding out about. 

I can notice that the 
weather changes. 



 

 

Topics 
Covered 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 

Explore collections of 
materials, identifying similar 

and different properties 
Explore collections of materials 

Explores the natural world around 
them 

Talks about differences 
between materials and 

changes they notice. 

Explores the world around 
them and observes things 
closely. Asks how and why 
Q’s and realises these can 
be answered. Is beginning 

to use one or two basic 
observations and ideas to 
suggest and answer to a 

question.  
 

Uses senses in hands on exploration 
Can name their 

5 senses 
Explain what their five senses are 

Explores how things work 

Explores and 
talks about 

forces  
(push and pull) 

Explores non-contact forces  
(gravity and magnetism) 

Notices links between cause 
and effect (speed, shape, 
direction and magnetism) 

and is beginning to perform 
a simple test. 

Understands that the weather changes and 
that in different countries you have 

different weather 

Can identify 
what you need 

to wear for 
each season 

and why 

Names and orders seasons 

Understand the effect of 
seasons on the natural world, 

discussing when and how 
things grow 

Identify seasonal weather 
patterns 

Understands the difference 
between plants and animals 

Plants seeds 
and cares 

for growing 
plants with 
support and 

can say 
what plants 

need to 
survive 

Can talk about 
different life 

cycles 

Can explain the life cycle of a 
daffodil and a butterfly 

Understands the need to 
respect and care for the 

natural environment and all 
living things. 

Decides how to sort and 
classify objects beginning to 
identify things in the natural 

and humanly constructed 
world. 

Observe the natural and 
humanly constructed world 

around them 



 

 

Topics 
Covered 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Art and Design 

Use explore and manipulate  different 
materials in imaginative ways 

responding to taught sessions as well as 
own ideas and interests 

 

Select appropriate 
media and materials 

to use when 
creating with a 

purpose in mind 

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function to 

create with a purpose in mind drawing on own ideas as well as using 
ideas from taught sessions.  

I respond to ideas and 
starting points (e.g. stories, 
rhymes, objects, the natural 

world) 

Explore paint, using 
fingers and other parts 
of their bodies as well 
as brushes and other 

tools.  

Use and refine 
a variety of 

artistic effects 
to express 
their ideas 

and feelings. 

Explore colour 
mixing freely using 

poster paint 

Mix primary colours in order to 
create a desired cololour, explore 

using white and black paint to 
create tones.  

Use a variety of paints 
including water colour and 

powder paints appropriately. 

Recognise and name the 
primary colours being used. 

Mix and match colours to 
different artefacts and 

objects. Explore working 
with paint on different 

surfaces and in different 
ways i.e. coloured, sized 

and shaped paper 

Express ideas and 
feelings through 
making marks, and 
sometimes give a 
meaning to the marks 
they make. 

Exlopre mark 
making using 

a range of 
materials and 
on a variety of 

surfaces. 

Create closed 
shapes with 
continuous lines, 
and begin to use 
these shapes to 
represent objects. 

Draw with increasing complexity 
and detail, such as representing a 
face with a circle and including 
details. 
 

Use drawing to represent ideas 
like movement or loud noises. 

Enjoy using graphic tools, 
fingers, hands, chalk, pens 
and pencils. Use and begin 

to control a range of media. 
I draw on different surfaces 

and coloured paper. 
Produce lines of different 
thickness and tone using a 

pencil. 



 

 

Make simple models which express 
their ideas. 

 

Join different 
materials for a 
purpose using 
simple joining 
methods  

Explore different ways of joining 
materials e.g pva glue, Sellotape 
and combine these with other 
techniques to create a desired 
finished piece. 

I can create a variety of joins 
for my model using folding, 
cutting, sticking, splitpins etc. 

I have found out how to 
make materials for my 
structure by folding, joining 
or rolling 

 

Through exploration can 
develop their own ideas and 
then decide which materials 
to use to express them. 
 

Create collaboratively sharing 
ideas, resources and skills. 

Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent them. 

 

Look and talk about what 
they have produced, 
describing simple 
techniques and media used. 
 

Describe what I think about 
my own and others work 

Topics 
Covered 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Computing 

Explore technology through 
using iPads and IWB 

 
Confidently and competently use 
a range of technology e.g cd 
player 

 

I can use the IWB to complete a task on simple 
programmes e.g drawing on smart notebook 

I can 
identify a 
mouse and 
a keyboard 

I can complete simple actions 
using a mouse / keyboard (see 
curriculum document for 
specifics) 

I can share ICT equipment with support 
Understand the need to limit 
time spent using technology 
and can take turns 

Explain why ‘screen time’ should be 
limited to support overall health and 
wellbeing 

I know to seek adult permission 
when accessing technology. I can 
follow e-safety rules. 

I can share websites as a whole class and interact with them with 
adult support 

.  I know a few familiar 
websites e.g google, 
youtube, busy things 

I understand that you can find 
information from the internet 

I am aware of ways to find out 
information using technology 
(discussion & observations around 
using the Internet and commonly 
used search engines) 



 

 

Topics 
Covered 

  

PE 

Develop large muscle movements using streamers, large mark making, 
walking, rolling, crawling, jumping, climbing 

Develop large muscle 
movements hopping, skipping,  

Develop a fluent style of moving with 
control and grace e.g. climbing higher, 
running faster, jumping further, 
conclude movements in balance and 
stiffness  

 

I can 

• show control and co-
ordination when 
travelling or balancing 

• choose which actions to 
make 

• roll 

• move with some control 
and care 

• travel in more than one 
way  

• repeat and explore skills. 
.. 

Develop overall body-strength, 
balance, co-ordination and agility 

Hold a pose for a 
game 

Stand on one leg 
I can follow 
instructions to 
move and stop 

I can take part in a 
simple movement 
game e.g traffic lights 

I can stretch muscles 
in my body and 
understand why this is 
important 

I can copy and repeat 
movements 

I can:  

• move and stop 

• balance 

• stretch my body 

• curl my body 

• copy actions  

• copy sequences and 
repeat them 
 

Children can sit comfortably on the floor during carpet time 
maintaining concentration 

Develop core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a 
table with feet flat on the floor 

Develop core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting on 
the floor. 

Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus e.g. 
wheeled toys, wheelbarrows 

Develop confidence in 
transporting resources on 
different levels e.g. slopes, hills 
and steps 

Apply physical skills e.g. lifting, 
carrying, pushing, pulling, constructing, 
stacking and climbing 

I can climb safely. 

Climb steps or apparatus using alternate feet 

Confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus e.g. tunnels, tyres, 
structures to jump on/off, den-
making materials, A-frames 
and ladders, climbing walls, 
slides and monkey bars 

I can climb over and through 

Continue to develop ball skills 
through throwing, catching, 
rolling and kicking 

Apply taught ball skills using a 
range of different sized balls 

Demonstrate 
confidence in 
throwing, 
catching and 
rolling skills 
using tennis 
balls, ping pong 
balls, beach 

Introduce 
passing a 
ball, batting 
and aiming 

Use a range of 
resources used to bat, 
pat and hit a ball 

Participate in 
ball games 
with teams, 
rules and 
targets 

I can  

• throw a ball underarm. 

• roll a ball or hoop. 

• hit a ball with a bat. 

• move to catch or collect 

• throw and kick a ball in 
different ways 



 

 

balls and 
balloons 

• decide where to stand to 
make a game difficult for 
a team  

• copy actions 

• repeat and explore skills 
 

Take part in group 
activities with adult 
support 

Develop group 
activities which they 
make up for 
themselves 

Collaborate with 
others during group 
activities to choose 
the right resources to 
carry out their own 
plan 

Work collaboratively and plan, do and review their activity 
I can talk about what I have done 
and describe what others’ have 
done 

Enjoys participating in physical exercise 

Understand the need 
to be highly active and 
get out of breath 
several times a day 

Knows why it is 
important to exercise 
regularly 

Understand that there 
are other physical 
disciplines within the 
community e.g. 
swimming, dance, 
gymnastics and sport 

 

Topics 
Covered 

  

Music and 
dance 

Join in words they 
know from songs 

Remember and sing 
familiar songs 
 

Sing a range of songs 
 

Join in with call-and-response songs Sing a large repertoire of songs 

I can sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs. 

Create their own songs, or improvise using a familiar tune 
I can sing along to pre-recorded 
songs and add actions. I can sing 
along with a backing track. 

Match tone sung to another 
person 

Develop singing voice using a 
limited pitch.  

Children to copy an adult humming 
or singing short phrases 

Children develop confidence to 
sing on their own or in groups, 
increasingly matching the pitch 
and following the melody 

I can copy basic rhythm patterns 
of nursery rhymes. I can explore 
high and low using voices and 
characters within a song. 

I can invent a pattern using one 
pitch notes. 

Explore a variety of musical 
instruments from a range of 
cultures (this may include 
electronic keyboards and 
musical apps on tablets) 

Play, share and perform a wide 
variety of music and songs from 
different cultures and historical 
periods 

Listen to music from across the 
globe, including traditional and 
folk music from Britain 

Listen attentively to 
music 

Discuss 
changes and 
patterns as a 
piece of 
music 
develops 

I can listen to recorded and live 
performances of nursery rhymes 
and simple songs  

I can perform songs and rhymes 
with others 



 

 

Experiment with 
different ways of 
playing instruments 

Listen carefully to 
the music they make 
and value it 

Play instruments 
with increasing 
control to express 
feelings and ideas 

Keep a steady beat when making their own music with instruments and 
sound makers 

 

Participate in sound-
matching games 

Develop listening skills through a range 
of active listening activities e.g. whilst 
painting, drawing or moving 

 
Move in time with music and respond to changes e.g. jump when the 
music suddenly becomes louder 
 
 

 

Join in with sequences and 
patterns of movements 
related to music and 
rhythm 

Use and remember sequences and 
patterns of movements related to music 
and rhythm 

Play movement games that use 
different sounds for different 
movements 

Tap rhythms to accompany 
words, such as tapping the 
syllables of names, objects, 
animals and the lyrics of a song 

I can move in time with music. 
(e.g dancing, and marching) Use the vocabulary of 

movement e.g. gallop, 
slither 
 

Use the vocabulary of instruction e.g. 
follow, lead, copy 

Replicate choreographed dances, 
such as pop songs and traditional 
dances from around the world 

Choreograph their own dance 
moves, using some of the steps 
and techniques they have learnt 

Topics 
Covered 

  

PSHE 

Say hello/good morning/bye etc 
to adults/peers when 
entering/leaving school 

Begin to use social phrases e.g. 
“Good morning, how are you?” 

Confidently use social phrases e.g. 
“Good morning, how are you?” 

I can talk about the people in my 
life who are special to me and 
why. 

To be able to identify their special 
people (family, friends, carers) 
and what makes them special  
To form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers 

I can say something that I am 
good at 

I know something that makes 
me special 

I can tell my friend something I like 
about them 

I can understand and celebrate that 
some people might be good at 
something that I am not and vice 
versa 

To show sensitivity to their own 
and to other’s needs 

Follow rules and 
routines of the 
setting with support 

Increasingly follow 
rules, understanding 

Remember and 
follow rules without 
any reminders 

Consistently follow rules and 
routines without adult support 

Explain the rules we have in the 
classroom and why we have them 
e.g we tidy to keep the 

To work and play cooperatively 
and take turns with others 



 

 

 

why they are 
important 

environment safe and meaningful 
to others  

Can apply and understand the need for rules in a wider context to keep us 
safe e.g how to travel safely in the local environment  staying on the 
pavement, holding hands when crossing the road and being sensitive to 
pedestrians 
 

Share and takes 
turns with adult 
support 

Develop 
relationships with 
peers, starting 
conversations and 
continuing for many 
turns 

Take turns, sharing 
resources without 
support 

Children consistently listen to each 
other  

Consistently share and cooperate 
with friends and other peers 

Explore 
different 
calming 
techniques 

Talk about 
their own 
feelings 
e.g. happy, 
sad, angry, 
worried 

Explore 
and 
understan
d 
situations 
from 
different 
points of 
view.  

Talk about 
how 
others 
might be 
feeling 

Talk with 
others to 
solve 
conflicts 

Confidently talk 
about feelings 
and opinions 
using descriptive 
vocabulary  

Moderate own 
feelings socially 
and emotionally 

Develop 
problem solving 
skills by talking 
through how 
they, you and 
others resolved 
a problem or 
difficulty 

Set own goals 
and work to 
achieve them 

To show an understanding of their 
own feelings and those of others. 
To begin to regulate their 
behaviour accordingly to a 
situation. 

Be increasingly independent in dressing and undressing   Independently dress and undress 

To know and talk about the 
different factors that support 
their overall health and wellbeing  
 
To manage their own basic 
hygiene and personal needs 

Knows when they need to go to 
the toilet and can ask for help 

Can go to the toilet 
independently 

Confidently apply factors to support overall health, wellbeing and personal 
hygiene 

Can wash hands with support 
and reminders 

Knows when they need to was 
hands and can do this 
thoroughly and independently 

Develop the skill of brushing 
teeth correctly 

Make healthy choices about 
food, drink, activity and 
toothbrushing 

Talk about the importance of healthy eating, sleep and toothbrushing 

Begin to use a knife and fork to cut with support Confidently use a knife and fork when eating 

Topic Covered    


