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Step 1 

 
Step 2 

 
Step 3 

 
Step 4 

 

Physical 

To speak audibly 
to be heard and 
understood by a 
talk partner. 
 

To maintain eye 
contact with a 
partner or 
familiar adult 
 

To speak audibly to 
be heard   and 
understood in a 
trio. 
 

To use gestures to 
support meaning. 
 

To use 
most 
speech 
sounds 
correctly 
 

To vary the 
pitch, tone 
and 
rhythm of 
voice 
 

To project voice 
to ensure 
everyone can 
hear and 
understand 
what is being 
said 

To speak clearly and 
confidently in a small group of 
known peers. 
 
 
 

 

Cognitive 
To describe an 
experience or 
event to a 
partner 

To use ‘and’ to 
elaborate. 

To ask relevant 
questions and make 
relevant comments 
for example about a 
story. Understand 
sequencing words. 

To order talk into 
a beginning, 
middle and end. 

To explain how 
or why 
something 
happened using 
evidence to back 
up a point e.g by 
using ‘because’ 
or ‘so’. 

To understand and 
use colour, number 
and time related 
words 

To understand more 
complicated language, e.g. 
first, last, might, maybe, 
above, in-between and use 
these to sequence events. 
 

 

Linguistic 
To express needs 
clearly to a 
familiar adult or 
peer. 

To use 
vocabulary well. 
Use longer 
sentences and 
link them 
together simply. 
 

To state a 
point of 
view 
simply to a 
larger 
group (up 
to 5) 
choosing 
words 
more 
precisely.  

To start to 
enjoy and 
understan
d simple 
jokes  

To use a 
wide range 
of words  
including 
words from 
vocabulary 
of the week 
accurately in 
conversation 

To use well-
formed 
sentences, 
using 
‘because’, 
‘then’ ‘but’ 
when 
explaining a 
plan and 
outcomes. 

To use ‘if’ and ‘might’ 
to explain how work 
can be improved next 
time. 

To use 
sentence 
stems 
appropriately 
with little 
prompt 
 

To use talk to 
help work out 
problems, 
organise their 
thinking and 
take part in 
activities 

 

Social and 
Emotional 

To find the 
confidence to 
speak in front 
of an audience. 

To look at the 
speaker. 

To take turns in 
games and speaking. 
Take on different 
roles in imaginative 
play 

To understand 
spoken 
instructions 
without stopping 
what they are 
doing 

To take turns in 
longer 
conversations 

To support others in a 
discussion. 

To be able to independently 
take turns and ensure all 
members contribute. 
 



 


